SUNDAY OF THE PASSION:
PALM SUNDAY
MARCH 27 – 5:00 PM
MARCH 28 – 10:30 AM

ST. GABRIEL’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
“Learning and Doing the Work of Jesus”

Prelude
Aria

Domenico Scarlatti
THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS

Blessed is the King who comes in the name of
the Lord:
People
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our
salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the
contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given
us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Celebrant

Reading – Mark 11:1-11a
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his
disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you,
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If
anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this,
‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’”
They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in
the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders
said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They
told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to
take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their
cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that
they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and
those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and
when he had looked around at everything, as it was already
late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
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The Blessing of the Palms
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by
which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem
in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those
who spread their garments and branches of palm along his
way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, and
grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him
as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal
life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant
People

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Processional Hymn – #154 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Celebrant
People

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
God’s mercy endures for ever.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the
human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to
take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the
cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully
grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also
share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.
First Lesson: Isaiah 50:4-9a
he LORD God has given me the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain the weary with a
word. Morning by morning he wakens — wakens my
ear to listen as those who are taught. The LORD God has
opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn
backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my
face from insult and spitting. The LORD God helps me;

T
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therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my
face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them
confront me. It is the LORD God who helps me; who will
declare me guilty?
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 31:9-16
9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; *
my eye is consumed with sorrow,
and also my throat and my belly.
10 For my life is wasted with grief,
and my years with sighing; *
my strength fails me because of affliction,
and my bones are consumed.
11 I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even
to my neighbors,
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; *
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12 I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; *
I am as useless as a broken pot.
13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd;
fear is all around; *
they put their heads together against me;
they plot to take my life.
14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. *
I have said, “You are my God.
15 My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me.”
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Second Lesson: Philippians 2:5-11
et the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God as something to be exploited, but
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness. And being found in human form, he
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death –
even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

L

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn – #168 “O Sacred Head, Sore Wounded”
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The Homily
The Rev. Andrew VanBuren, Priest-in-Charge
The Passion of our Lord: Mark 14:32—15:39

T

hey went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to
his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took with him
Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed
and agitated. And he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even
to death; remain here, and keep awake.” And going a little
farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it
were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, “Abba,
Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from
me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.” He came and
found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you
asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour? Keep awake and
pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And again he went
away and prayed, saying the same words. And once more he
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came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy;
and they did not know what to say to him. He came a third
time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your
rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed
into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my
betrayer is at hand.”
Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the
twelve, arrived; and with him there was a crowd with swords
and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders.
Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I
will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away under
guard.” So when he came, he went up to him at once and said,
“Rabbi!” and kissed him. Then they laid hands on him and
arrested him. But one of those who stood near drew his sword
and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.
Then Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with swords and
clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I
was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest
me. But let the scriptures be fulfilled.” All of them deserted
him and fled. A certain young man was following him,
wearing nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of him,
but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked.
They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests,
the elders, and the scribes were assembled. Peter had
followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high
priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself
at the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole council were
looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but
they found none. For many gave false testimony against him,
and their testimony did not agree. Some stood up and gave
false testimony against him, saying, “We heard him say, ‘I will
destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three
days I will build another, not made with hands.’” But even on
this point their testimony did not agree. Then the high priest
stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer?
What is it that they testify against you?” But he was silent
and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you
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the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus said, “I am;
and ‘you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of
the Power,’ and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’”
Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we
still need witnesses? You have heard his blasphemy! What is
your decision?” All of them condemned him as deserving
death. Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to
strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!”
The guards also took him over and beat him. While Peter was
below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high
priest came by. When she saw Peter warming himself, she
stared at him and said, “You also were with Jesus, the man
from Nazareth.” But he denied it, saying, “I do not know or
understand what you are talking about.” And he went out into
the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. And the servant-girl, on
seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, “This man
is one of them.” But again he denied it. Then after a little
while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are
one of them; for you are a Galilean.” But he began to curse,
and he swore an oath, “I do not know this man you are talking
about.” At that moment the cock crowed for the second time.
Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him, “Before
the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he
broke down and wept.
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a
consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole
council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him
over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” Then the chief priests
accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, “Have
you no answer? See how many charges they bring against
you.” But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was
amazed.
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them,
anyone for whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was
in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during
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the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate
to do for them according to his custom. Then he answered
them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the
Jews?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the
chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests
stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them
instead. Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish
me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” They
shouted back, “Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Why, what
evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify
him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released
Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him
over to be crucified.
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace
(that is, the governor’s headquarters); and they called
together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple
cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put
it on him. And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and
knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on
him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the
country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father
of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place
called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they
offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it.
And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them,
casting lots to decide what each should take.
It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him.
The inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of
the Jews.” And with him they crucified two bandits, one on
his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided
him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would
destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself,
and come down from the cross!” In the same way the chief
priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among
10

themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save
himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from
the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who
were crucified with him also taunted him.
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until
three in the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a
loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the
bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for
Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put
it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us
see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” Then Jesus
gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he
breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”
A period of silence follows the Passion story

Form II, BCP p. 385

Prayers of the People
The Leader says

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world;
for Michael our Presiding Bishop, Kevin our Bishop, and
Emmanuel Bishop of Kajo-Keji; for this gathering; and for
all ministers and people.
Pray for the Church.
Lord, hear our prayer.
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations;
and for the well-being of all people.
Pray for justice and peace.
Lord, hear our prayer.
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the
oppressed, and those in prison.
Pray for those in any need or trouble.
Lord, hear our prayer.
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I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper
knowledge of him.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.
Lord, hear our prayer.
I ask your prayers for Hopewell Love, Common Ground
Recovery Community, and the Good Shepherd Learning
Center.
Pray that all may know the love of God through these
ministries.
Lord, hear our prayer.
I ask your thanksgiving for all the blessings of this life.
Give thanks to God for the gifts of God’s bounty.
Lord, hear our prayer.
I ask your prayers for the departed.
Pray for those who have died.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has
been honored.
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own
day.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant
Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what
we have asked faithfully, grant that we may receive with
thanksgiving, and always to the glory of your Name; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
The Preface of Holy Week
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your
family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be
betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer
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death upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.
Closing Hymn – #435 At the Name of Jesus”

The Dismissal
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
Sortie

George Blake
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ST. GABRIEL’S PARISH PRAYER LIST
30-Day Prayer List: Lee Baker; Kelly Fitzgerald; Colin
Hiriak; Kathryn; Robert; Gregory Rowe; Mark Rowe; Gloria
Schwager; the family of Brian Schwartz; Betty Webster.
Military and First Responders: Jason Beiler; Connor
Cooper; Morgan Crummy; Nick English; Zach English; Vince
Frasure; Adrienne Hunt; Jason Killian; Jeff Lydic; Ben
Martin; James Martin; Shannon McCorkle; Ross Morrison;
Brooke Moyer; Jared Patt; Matthew Pawlik; Jason Robbins;
Ben Skean; Daniel E. Vroman; Kenneth Whitelock.
Long-term Prayer List: Mary Jane Amoroso; Peter
Amstutz; Audrey Artus; MaryEllen Bailey; Bill; Bob &
Marsha; Joel Braverman; Carol & Carl Burkhart; Sonia
Calderone & family; Julie Clemmons; Barbara Cregar;
Margaret Crummy; Joe DeMayo & family; Diane & Paul;
Donna; Sandy Douros; Eric; Eva; Tina Fanjoy; Clem Fiorini;
Nancy Flohr; Tracy Geary; Elizabeth George; Tracy
Germano; Bob Green & family; Traci Groner; Lynne Hamm;
Theresa & Christine Hawkins; Carroll & Lorraine Hine;
Pauline Hunsberger; Miss JoAnn; Jeanne M.; Elaine Kugler;
Linda; Raziel Liriano; Lorraine; Maureen; John Mazzoni;
Lorraine McCorkle; the McKeon family; Denny McKernan;
Tammy Miller; Safaa Mohammed; Nancy H.; Nicole; Elliot
Phillips & family; Sally Reading & family; Amy Reed; Robin
Reed; Tara Reed; Eric Roda; Ernie Runge, Jr.; Russell
family; Carissa Scheid; Briana Speese; Fred Spiezio; Rita
Starkey; Chris Stewart; Blair Stockton; Terry Stockton;
Mary Lou Tate; Regina White; Justin Zajac.
WE PRAY FOR Hopewell Love; Common Ground Recovery
Community, Good Shepherd Learning Center.
IN OUR PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER, we pray for James
Elliott; Mark & Chris Elliott; Judy Embriani; Michael, Alia,
Joshua & Nora Emery.
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IN OUR DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER, we pray for the
clergy and people of St. James’, Drifton.
IN OUR ANGLICAN CYCLE OF PRAYER, we pray for the
clergy and people of Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui.
IN THE DIOCESE OF KAJO-KEJI in South Sudan, we pray
for the people and clergy of Kajo-Keji Christian College and
St. James Wudu Parish.
THE BULLETIN is sponsored by Betty Webster in memory
of loved ones.
THE SANCTUARY CANDLE is given by Dena Burkhart in
memory of her grandparents and little sister.

ST. GABRIEL’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1188 Ben Franklin Highway East
Douglassville, Pennsylvania
610-385-3144
www.stgabriels.us
The Rt. Rev. Kevin Nichols, Bishop
The Rev. Andrew VanBuren, Priest-in-Charge
Jacob Leonowitz, Organist/Choirmaster
Phoebe Kelleher, Music Associate
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Schedule for Holy Week and Easter
Maundy Thursday - April 1
Virtual Holy Eucharist - 7:00 pm
A virtual Eucharist worship service will be
held on Thursday at 7:00 pm, which will end in
the stripping of the altar.
All-Night Vigil
At St. Gabriel’s, we hold a vigil on the evening
after Maundy Thursday every year. During
this vigil, folks are invited to keep watch over
the Communion bread as a practice of “staying
awake” with Jesus during his last night in this world. The Vigil
will be held in-person this year, but to keep everyone as safe as
possible, it will be held in the main sanctuary.
Good Friday - April 2
Solemn Worship - 12:00 noon
We recount Jesus’ crucifixion and pray for
the world in this worship service with
music.
Stations of the Cross - recorded
There will be two recorded services of
Stations of the Cross: one for adults
(recorded in 2020) and one for children
and families (recorded this year). You can
find these videos on our Facebook page.
Easter Sunday - April 4
8:00 and 10:30 am, outdoors and in-person
Join us outside on Easter morning to
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus in joyful
services of prayer and singing! These
services will take place even if it is frigid or
raining (we’ll only cancel if it's
thunderstorming), so please dress
appropriately. There will not be a Saturday
evening service on April 3.
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