
God’s Kingdom is Near 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

Good morning! 

  

I can hardly believe it's already the first Sunday of Advent. Just a couple days ago we 

were celebrating Thanksgiving, and here we are in the Christmas season. I love 

Christmas, so if you're like me, this time of year is full of excitement and anticipation. 

You're already thinking about what you're going to make for Christmas dinner, going 

through a checklist making sure you have the perfect present for everyone, thinking about 

when you're going to find time to decorate in the midst of an already very busy life. But 

it's also a pretty difficult time of year. It'll be the first Christmas without some really 

important people and it'll be the second Christmas in the midst of a global pandemic. And 

maybe this sounds a little bleak, but I think I'm hearing a little bit more of that second 

feeling in today's gospel. 

 

On the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and waves; 

people will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers 

of the heavens will be shaken. 

  

We often read this passage and think of it in terms of the literal apocalypse, the end of all 

things. But, when you think about it, the world that Jesus is describing looks a lot like our 

world today. Each of us has experienced some kind of war in our lifetime, you probably 

know or are even related to a veteran who can tell you exactly what it means for there to 

be distress among nations. And each of us knows what it means to exist in a country that 

is experiencing distress even within its borders. From the constant political disagreements 

to homelessness and poverty, we live in a world that, when we zoom out and think of all 

the things going wrong, can feel pretty hopeless. (Which is a little ironic, since the first 

candle that we light today is the candle of hope). Just before this reading in Luke’s gospel, 

the destruction of Jerusalem was foretold, and when Luke is writing this, the temple has 

already been destroyed. Things felt pretty hopeless for Luke’s original audience too. And 

this is where I think the next thing that Jesus says is really important. He talks about the 

fig tree and its leaves, and how when we see the leaves sprouting we know that summer 

is near. And in that same way, we know that when it feels like the end of the world is upon 

us, we know that the kingdom of God is near. 

  

Now, when I hear this biblical language, that the kingdom of God is near, I always think 

of those people in the streets holding cardboard signs that say "the end is near!" -- this 

idea that the literal end of the world is soon. And while in Jesus' time when he was telling 



this story, many people thought that the end of the world really was soon and going to 

happen in their lifetime, I think that the message is a little different for us with nearly 2,000 

years of hindsight. We can't know if the kingdom of God is soon, but I think the Kingdom 

of God is close. Jesus is telling us that when everything seems too much to bear, to 

remember that God is never far from us. 

 

And that's why Jesus reminds us to not let our hearts be weighed down with dissipation 

and drunkenness and the worries of this life. Because the Kingdom of God may be 

something that happens to us someday, but it’s also close. It’s something we create, here 

and now. We are tasked with being stewards of the earth, and of our communities, and 

of each other, and when we’re bogged down in the day to day, we forget that we are 

tasked with building the Kingdom of God.  

 

So what does it look like to build the Kingdom of God? I think we see what God wants for 

the Kingdom of God in the first reading from Jeremiah. God is promising God’s ideal future 

for the people. And what does that look like? God says, “I will cause a righteous Branch 

to spring up for David; and he will execute justice and righteousness in the land.” God 

doesn’t just want us to build any kingdom: God wants us to build a righteous kingdom, 

filled with justice. And in the Epistle in 1 Thessalonians he tells us how: love. And we’re 

not talking about just any love. He’s talking about blind, radical love. “May the Lord make 

you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for 

you.” God wants us to love each other as much as we love God. And when we can do 

that, act from that place of love, we will be building God’s kingdom. 

 

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, which is actually the first season of the Christian year, 

which is fitting because Advent means beginning. And in Latin, Advent means arrival, and 

it also means coming. So, what does it mean that this season is a beginning, and a 

coming, and an arrival? It was an arrival of a child, the Son of God, it is a beginning of a 

new kind of life filled with Grace and understanding and forgiveness, and a life centered 

in faith, hope, and love. And it is a coming, filled with anticipation for what lies ahead. This 

time of year often feels like the end of things, but it is just the beginning. It is the beginning 

of Advent, and it is the beginning of something greater.  Like Jesus says, Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. Jesus' teachings are for every 

moment of our lives, and especially for the moments when we are in distress. Because 

when we are in distress, our redemption is close to us. Jesus is with us.  

 

Now, all of this is not to say that all you have to do when life is hard is believe. Maybe 

some people are strong enough to do that, but I know that in my moments of deepest 



despair, it's been really hard to remember that God is with me. Which is where the very 

last line of the Gospel comes into play: 

 

Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things 

that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man. 

  

It's true that with faith alone we may have the strength to face war and hardship and 

judgement. But I believe that it's also true that it will be a lot easier with the Kingdom of 

God standing beside me. A kingdom focused on justice and founded in love. The signs 

are here: distress among nations, people in fear and foreboding for what might happen 

to this world, and like the leaves on the fig tree they will likely come back year after year. 

But as we work to build the Kingdom of God here on Earth, not only will those struggles 

become easier to face, but hopefully, they will become fewer and farther between. 

 

I read a wonderful sermon by Bishop Frank Logue in preparation for today, and he said 

something really beautiful. He said "Whether Jesus returns in glory before this service is 

completed, or he waits another millennium, the Kingdom of God is near. The kingdom of 

God is as near as a prayer. The kingdom of God is as near as the bread and wine in this 

communion service. God is here among us, and the Kingdom of God is very near indeed.” 

  

So, my brothers and sisters here at St. Gabriel's, let us go forth into this beginning, with 

radical love in our hearts, and justice on our minds, and continue to build and rejoice in 

this Kingdom of God that is so very near. 

  

Amen. 
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