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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Prelude 

Noel Provencal P. Candeille  

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Lighting of the Second Candle in the Advent Wreath 

Celebrant On this, the second Sunday of Advent, 

People We light the candle of love. 

Celebrant  We wait for the birth of Emmanuel,  

People  who is God with us. 

Celebrant  Our candles remind us that Jesus is the Light of 

the World. Our evergreens are a symbol of life. 

And the circular wreath signifies that God’s love, 

like the circle, has no beginning and no end. 

People  Alleluia! Come Lord Jesus! 

 
Opening Hymn – #76 “On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry”  
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Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant  Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie – S 96 
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The Collect of the Day  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to 

preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 

Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, 

that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our 

Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson – Baruch 5:1-9 

ake off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, 

Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of the glory 

from God. Put on the robe of the righteousness that 

comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of 

the Everlasting; for God will show your splendor everywhere 

under heaven. For God will give you evermore the name, 

“Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” Arise, O Jerusalem, stand 

upon the height; look toward the east, and see your children 

gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One, 

rejoicing that God has remembered them. For they went out 

from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God will 

bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 

For God has ordered that every high mountain and the 

everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to 

make level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory 

of God. The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel 

at God’s command. For God will lead Israel with joy, 

in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness 

that come from him.  

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

  

T 
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Canticle 16 – The Song of Zechariah 
The Canticle is chanted, with the tone changing on the underlined word or syllable 
 

 

1  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

he has come to his people and set them free. 

2  He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

born of the house of his servant David. 

3  Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies, * 

from the hands of all who hate us. 

4  He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

5  This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

6  Free to worship him without fear, * 

holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of our life. 

7  You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most 

High, * 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

8  To give his people knowledge of salvation * 

by the forgiveness of their sins. 

9  In the tender compassion of our God * 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

10  To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 

shadow of death, * 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

11  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, * 

and to the Holy Spirit: * 

12  As it was in the beginning, * 

is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Second Lesson – Philippians 1:3-11 

 thank my God every time I remember you, constantly 

praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 

because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 

until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a 

good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of 

Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of 

you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in 

God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 

defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, 

how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 

And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and 

more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine 

what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 

blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn – #59 “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”  

 

 

I 
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The Gospel – Luke 3:1-6 

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

n the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, 

when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 

was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 

Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 

the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 

Isaiah, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon  

The Rev. Andrew VanBuren, Rector 

A period of silence follows the sermon for reflection and silent prayer. 

 

The Nicene Creed BCP p. 358 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

I 
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    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

        the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

         glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

     sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

       and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People Form VI, p. 392 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those 

who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and 

oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and 

the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the 

Truth. 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Kevin our Bishop, and 

Emmanuel Bishop of Kajo Keji, and all bishops and other 

ministers; 

For all who serve God in the Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this gathering. 

Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings. 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in 

your eternal kingdom. 
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Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

The Celebrant concludes with the following collect 

Hasten, O Lord, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that 

we your servants, who now live by faith, may with joy see 

your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; in whose name 

we pray. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, 

things done and left undone; 

and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 

eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

Offertory Sentence 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due God’s Name; bring 

offerings and come into his courts with praise.     Psalm 96:8 
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Choir Anthem 

Borning Cry  John Ylvisaker 
 

Presentation Hymn – #112 In the Bleak Midwinter 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer A, p. 361 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always 

and every where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved 

Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs 

in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again 

with power and great triumph to rule the world, we may 

without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  Sanctus – S130 
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The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 

for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. 



14 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered 

himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 

whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.   

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his 

death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in 

unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us 

with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and 

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to 

say,  
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    Our Father, who art in heaven,    

       hallowed be thy Name,               

       thy kingdom come,                   

       thy will be done,                        

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

    Give us this day our daily bread.   

    And forgive us our trespasses,      

        as we forgive those                

           who trespass against us. 

    And lead us not into temptation, 

        but deliver us from evil.           

    For thine is the kingdom,          

       and the power, and the glory,  

       for ever and ever. Amen.     
 

The Breaking of the Bread  

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

Fraction Anthem Agnus Dei – S164 
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Invitation 
The Celebrant invites everyone to Communion using these words 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 

your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Communion 
Everyone is welcome to receive Communion at St. Gabriel’s. Please come 

up to the front of the church, where the priest will give you a wafer. 

Return to your seat by the side aisles, and you can consume the bread 

once you are seated. To receive a blessing instead of bread, cross your 

arms over your chest as you approach the priest. 

 

Communion Hymn – #58 “Lo! He Comes with Clouds”  
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Post-Communion Prayer BCP p. 365 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Advent Blessing 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter 

the darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn – LEVAS #12 “We’re Marching to Zion”  
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The Dismissal 

Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, 

alleluia! 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Postlude  

Noel Angevin  Cesar Franck 

 
 

Hymn permission used by Rite Song, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 

Streaming notice: CCLI streaming license #20601734 (St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church) 
 

 

 

 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

This prayer is used if someone cannot be present for the Eucharist. 

My Jesus,  

I believe that you are truly present 

in the blessed Sacrament of the altar. 

I love you above all things, 

and long for you in my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

As though you have already come, 

I embrace you  

and unite myself entirely to you; 

never permit me  

to be separated from you. Amen.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Monday Advent Services - 7:00 pm  

Monday evenings in December, Andrew will lead a short 

prayer service in the church sanctuary, beginning at 7:00 

pm. These quiet services offer a chance to pause, resting 

from the busy-ness of our lives to be in God's presence. Join 

us in person or online on December 6, 13, & 20. 

Wreath Ceremony - Sun, Dec 12 at 12:00 noon 

Sponsor a wreath for a veteran at the second annual Wreath 

Laying Ceremony in our cemetery! Wreaths are $15, and 

we’d like to have all 103 sponsored so that each veteran will 

have a wreath on his grave (make checks to St. Gabriel’s 

with “wreaths” in the memo line). Join the ceremony on 

Sunday, December 12 at noon. 

Decorate the Church – Sun, Dec 19 

The church and chapel will be decorated for Christmas 

immediately following the 10:30 service on Sunday, Dec. 

19th. We invite anyone able to stay to help and make the 

work go faster! We're in need of someone to serve as 

the coordinator for this. Most of the decorations are stored 

in the Ministry Closet next to the Sacristy. Please let 

Andrew or Sally know if you can serve in this capacity. 

 

ST. GABRIEL’S PRAYER LIST 

30 Day Prayer List:  Chris & Rachael; Michelle Gajewski; 

A. M.; Maci; Michael & Linda McGinley; the Owsiany 

family; Chris Ripnak; Mae Russell; Sherry Turczynski; 

Aimee Tyrrell; Vickie Walker; Tim Zueno. 

Military and First Responders: Connor Cooper; Morgan 

Crummy; Nick English; Zach English; Vince Frasure; 

Adrienne Hunt; Jason Killian; Jeff Lydic; Ben Martin; 

James Martin; Shannon McCorkle; Ross Morrison; Brooke 
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Moyer; Jared Patt; Matthew Pawlik; Jason Robbins; Ben 

Skean; Daniel E. Vroman; Kenneth Whitelock. 

Long-Term Prayer List:  Audrey Artus; Lorn Austin; 

MaryEllen Bailey; Lee Baker; Bill Barrett; Bill; Bob & 

Marsha; Joel Braverman; Carol & Carl Burkhart; Sonia 

Calderone & family; Joseph Clark; Lisa Cole; Barbara 

Cregar; Margaret Crummy;  Donna; Donna B.; Sandy 

Douros; Mark Endy; Eric; Eva; Tina Fanjoy; Clem Fiorini; 

Nancy Flohr; Tracy Geary; Elizabeth George; Mary Gorham; 

Bob Green & family; Traci Groner; Lynne Hamm; Theresa & 

Christine Hawkins; Carol Heist; Chris Hendricks; Carroll & 

Lorraine Hine; Colin Hiriak; Pauline Hunsberger; Miss 

Joann; Elaine Kugler; Lorraine; Maureen; Lorraine 

McCorkle; the McKeon family; Denny McKernan; Tammy 

Miller; Safaa Mohammed; Bob & Donna Moore; Nancy H.; 

Nicole; the Orth family; Patricia Owsiany; Carol Parsons; 

Lara Parsons; Amy Reed; Eric Roda; Gregory Rowe; Briana 

Speese; Fred Spiezio; Chris Stewart; Tanner; Mary Lou 

Tate; Regina White; Justin Zajac. 

WE PRAY FOR Hopewell Love; Common Ground Recovery 

Community; Good Shepherd Learning Center. 

IN OUR PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER, we pray for the 

children, families and staff of the Good Shepherd Learning 

Center. 

IN OUR DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER, we pray for the 

clergy and people of Calvary Church in Tamaqua.  

IN OUR ANGLICAN CYCLE OF PRAYER, we pray for the 

clergy and people of The Anglican Church of Burundi. 

IN THE DIOCESE OF KAJO-KEJI in South Sudan, we pray 

for the clergy and people of Emmanuel Kansuk Parish. 

THE BULLETIN is sponsored by Barb Hannevig in memory 

of her husband, Lars. 
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THE SANCTUARY CANDLE is sponsored by A.J. & 

Danielle Troncelliti in honor of Dylan & Nathan Troncelliti; 

Victoria & Lilie Benetz; Natalie, Kenzie & Devon Rugg. 

THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE is sponsored by the 

Troncelliti family in loving memory of Anthony Troncelliti. 
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