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One Way Ticket to Mars 

Ash Wednesday – March 2, 2022 

 

Almost 10 years ago, a space exploration company put out a bold claim.  The company, called 

Mars One, planned to send people to Mars.  The firm wanted to establish a small colony on the 

Red Planet with 24 people to do research, run experiments, and constantly relay their findings 

back to Earth. 

 

The hope was to find ordinary people (rather than trained astronauts) from all different countries 

and professions, and train them for 7 years.  So this firm, Mars One, put out a call for volunteers 

who wanted to go to Mars.   

 

There was a catch, though.  It was a one-way ticket.  It would cost $6 billion per person to get to 

Mars, and it would be impossible to bring them back home, so the colonists would live out the 

rest of their days in these small pods on Mars.  And the company was very clear about this fact, 

that there was no coming back. 

 

So Mars One published this post, and they got over 200,000 applicants.  I remember seeing the 

recruitment post on Facebook, and I have to admit, I was intrigued.  I didn’t seriously consider it, 

but I wondered what it would be like. 
Megan Gannon. “One-Way Mars Colony Project Draws 200,000 Volunteers.” Space.com. September 11, 2013. https://www.space.com/22758-

mars-colony-volunteers-mars-one.html 

 

One of my friends saw the story and commented, “Can you volunteer other people to be shipped 

off of earth?” 

 

Now I will share that this mission did not pan out.  Mars One narrowed down the applicants to a 

group of 100, but then the company went bankrupt in 2019, so there will unfortunately be no 

Mars colony anytime soon. 

 

But that offer does make you think, doesn’t it?  Imagine if you were to take a one-way trip to 

Mars.  And the journey itself would be grueling, but imagine the end of your life on Earth. 

How would you prepare emotionally to leave? 

How would you say goodbye to the people you love? 

I imagine the spaceship would be crowded with supplies, but hopefully each astronaut would be 

able to bring one or two small mementos from home.  What would you bring with you? 

 

Ash Wednesday forces us to ask those same questions.  We’re not taking a trip to Mars anytime 

soon, but we’re reminded today that we are dust, and one day, we will return to dust.  We call 

this a memento mori in Latin, which means a reminder of our death. 

 

And this reminder isn’t meant to be gloomy and full of despair, but it’s a chance to consider how 

we are living. 

Where do we fall short and need to grow? 

How are we spending our time? 

How do we treat the people around us? 

Are we putting our energy into practices or people that are not life-giving, that we could give up? 
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Because it is a tradition in Lent to fast from something.  So early Christians would fast from 

meat or cream or rich foods.  Depending on who you talk to, many Catholics and Episcopalians 

fast from eating meat on Fridays in Lent. 

 

But there are more ways to fast.  The impulse behind giving something up for Lent is that there 

are luxuries/activities that are nice in the moment but ultimately unfulfilling.  Those are the 

things we fast from – empty pleasures.  And then, when Easter comes, we can resume those 

activities or luxuries with grateful hearts… or we can honestly say to ourselves, “I didn’t really 

miss that” and give it up entirely. 

 

There’s also the opportunity to use the time or money that we save from fasting, and put it to use 

serving, helping folks who are less fortunately than ourselves. 

 

So, I ask you today, imagine you are planning a trip to Mars next year.  How do you want to use 

the time and energy you have, between now and then? 

What are your treasures that you want to enjoy?  Relationships, hobbies, practices, favorite 

foods? 

What do you want to give up because it’s not really doing you any good anyways? 

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

You and I don’t have a set launch date to prepare for.  But Ash Wednesday gives us a nudge to 

consider what is important.  Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 

Amen. 

 


