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GREETING AND OPENING SENTENCES 

Celebrant Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

People Thanks be to God. 

Celebrant My soul waits for the Lord, more than those 

who watch for morning.  

People More than those who watch for 

morning. 

 

It is not ourselves that we proclaim; we proclaim Christ 

Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your servants, for Jesus’ 

sake. For the same God who said, “Out of darkness let 

light shine,” has caused his light to shine within us, to 

give the light of revelation – the revelation of the glory of 

God in the face of Jesus Christ.      2 Corinthians 4:5-6 

 

PRAYER FOR THE EVENING 

Let us pray. 

Grant us, Lord, the lamp of true love which never fails, 

that it may burn in us and shed its light on those around 

us, and that by its brightness we may have a vision of 

your holy city, where dwells the true and never-failing 

Light, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A candle is lit as everyone says the following prayer 
 

O GRACIOUS LIGHT  Phos hilaron 

O gracious light,  

pure brightness  

of the everliving Father in heaven,  

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 

and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

we sing your praises, O God:  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

You are worthy at all times  

to be praised by happy voices, 
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O Son of God, O Giver of Life,  

and to be glorified  

through all the worlds. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR ADVENT 

Holy One, whose coming we await: remind us of your 

faithfulness. Help us to set down the tasks of our day so 

that we may be renewed, to love and to serve you. Amen. 

 

BIBLE READING Isaiah 30:19-25a 

Truly, O people in Zion, inhabitants of Jerusalem, you 

shall weep no more. He will surely be gracious to you at 

the sound of your cry; when he hears it, he will answer 

you. Though the Lord may give you the bread of adversity 

and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide 

himself any more, but your eyes shall see your Teacher. 

And when you turn to the right or when you turn to the 

left, your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This 

is the way; walk in it.” 

He will give rain for the seed with which you sow the 

ground, and grain, the produce of the ground, which will 

be rich and plenteous. On that day your cattle will graze 

in broad pastures; and the oxen and donkeys that till the 

ground will eat silage, which has been winnowed with 

shovel and fork. On every lofty mountain and every high 

hill there will be brooks running with water. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SONG OF MARY  Magnificat – Luke 1:46-55 

My soul magnifies the Lord,  

   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  

for he has looked with favor  

on the lowliness of his servant. 

   Surely, from now on  

all generations will call me blessed;  

for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
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   and holy is his name.  

His mercy is for those who fear him 

   from generation to generation.  

He has shown strength with his arm; 

   he has scattered the proud  

in the thoughts of their hearts.  

He has brought down the powerful  

from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly;  

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty.  

He has helped his servant Israel, 

   in remembrance of his mercy,  

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever. 

 

ADVENT READING 

What keeps you from giving now? Isn’t the poor person 

there? Aren’t your own warehouses full? Isn’t the reward 

promised? The command is clear: the hungry person is 

dying now, the naked person is freezing now, the person 

in debt is beaten now – and you want to wait until 

tomorrow! “I’m not doing any harm,” you say. “I just want 

to keep what I own, that’s all.” You own! You are like 

someone who sits down in a theater and keeps everyone 

else away, saying that what is there for everyone’s use is 

your own… If everyone took only what they needed and 

gave the rest to those in need, there would be no such 

thing as rich and poor. After all, didn’t you come into life 

naked, and won’t you return naked to the earth? 

The bread in your cupboard belongs to the hungry person; 

the coat hanging unused in your closet belongs to the 

person who needs it; the shoes rotting in your closet 

belong to the person with no shoes; the money which you 

put in the bank belongs to the poor. You do wrong to 

everyone you could help but fail to help. 

St. Basil. Bishop of Caesarea, 4th century 
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After the reading, a period of silence follows. 

 

PRAYERS 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

        who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

    and the power, and the glory,  

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

We ask of you, O Lord.  

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and 

goodwill, 

We ask of you, O Lord.  

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and 

offenses, 

We ask of you, O Lord.  

That there may be peace in the world, 

We ask of you, O Lord.  

That those who suffer from grief, sickness, violence, 

addiction, abuse, or any other trouble may be delivered 

from their distress, 

We ask of you, O Lord.  



6 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the 

communion of all your saints, entrusting one another and 

all our life to Christ, 

We ask of you, O Lord.  

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is 

at hand and the day is past; be our 

companion in the way, kindle our 

hearts, and awaken hope, that we may 

know you as you are revealed in 

Scripture and the breaking of bread. 

Grant this for the sake of your 

love. Amen. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER New Zealand Prayer Book, p. 184 

Lord, 

it is night. 

The night is for stillness. 

   Let us be still in the presence of God. 

It is night after a long day. 

   What has been done has been done; 

   what has not been done has not been done; 

   let it be. 

The night is dark. 

   Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our 

       own lives 

   rest in you. 

The night is quiet. 

   Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, 

       all dear to us, 

       and all who have no peace. 

The night heralds the dawn. 

   Let us look expectantly to a new day, 

       new joys, 

       new possibilities. 
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In your name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

SONG OF SIMEON  Nunc Dimittis – Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, you now have set your servant free 

   to go in peace as you have promised; 

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,  

   whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 

A Light to enlighten the nations,  

   and the glory of your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for 

ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING   

May the Spirit of the Lord surround us and we walk and 

work and wait for his coming; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Christmas Worship Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve – Saturday, December 24th  

3:00 pm – Family Eucharist in the Sanctuary 
This short family service will feature live solo  

musicians and piano music. 

 
5:00 pm – Eucharist in the 1801 Chapel 

Our service in the chapel will offer guitar music and a 

musical soloist. 

 
7:30 pm – Eucharist with Choir in the Sanctuary 

Music will begin at 7:00 pm with an organ prelude and 
choral singing. The service begins at 7:30 and includes 

organ music. 

 
All three Christmas Eve services will include a candlelit  

singing of “Silent Night.” 

 
Christmas Day – Sunday, December 25th  

9:00 am – Eucharist in the Sanctuary 
This reflective Christmas Day worship will feature 

Christmas carols and spoken prayer. 

 
 

 
 


