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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Prelude  

Hymn of Devotion                                          John M. Rasley 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Lighting of the Third Candle in the Advent Wreath 

Celebrant We light the third candle on the Advent wreath, 

the candle of joy. 

People Our spirit rejoices in God, our Savior. 

Celebrant  The Lord lifts up the lowly, releases the captive, 

and brings sight to the blind.  

People  We rejoice in God’s justice and mercy. 

Celebrant  The Lord makes our darkness bright. 

People  Come Lord Jesus! 

  

Processional Hymn – #56 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

vv. 7 & 8 
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Opening Acclamation  BCP p. 355 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and 

forever. Amen.  

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Song of Mary Magnificat – S247 
To begin, the choir sings the antiphon twice, with the congregation 

joining in the second time. Then the choir sings the verses, and the 

congregation joins in singing the antiphon. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

the Almighty has done great things for me, 

and holy is his Name. 

3  He has mercy on those who fear him 

 in every generation. [Antiphon] 

4  He has shown the strength of his arm, 

 he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

5  He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 

Antiphon 

Verses 
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 and has lifted up the lowly. [Antiphon] 

6 He has filled the hungry with good things, 

 and the rich he has sent away empty. 

7  He has come to the help of his servant Israel, 

 for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

8  The promise he made to our fathers, 

 to Abraham and his children for ever. [Antiphon] 

9  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit: 

10  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

Amen. [Antiphon] 
Canticle 15, The Song of Mary: Magnificat, #247 from The Hymnal 1982, Service Music — Music: Cathedral of the 

Isles, Betty Carr Pulkingham (b. 1928). Copyright © 1978 Celebration, Aliquippa, PA 15001. 

 

The Collect of the Day  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come 

among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, 

let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 

us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson – Isaiah 35:1-10 

he wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the 

desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it 

shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 

singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the 

majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of 

the LORD, the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not 

fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with 

terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 

the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and 

T 



5 

the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall 

break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the 

burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground 

springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy 

Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for 

God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No 

lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on 

it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall 

walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and 

come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their 

heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 

sighing shall flee away. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 146:4-9 

4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their 

help! * 

whose hope is in the LORD their God;  

5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in 

them; * 

who keeps his promise for ever; 

6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 

and food to those who hunger. 

7 The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the 

eyes of the blind; * 

the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

8 The LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the 

stranger; * 

he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the 

way of the wicked. 
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9 The LORD shall reign for ever, * 

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 

Hallelujah! 

 

The Second Lesson – James 5:7-10 

e patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the 

Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the 

earth, being patient with it until it receives the early 

and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen 

your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do 

not grumble against one another, so that you may not be 

judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an 

example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn – #76 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s 

Cry” 

 

B 
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The Gospel – Matthew 11:2-11 

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 

according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

hen John heard in prison what the Messiah was 

doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to 

him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 

wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John 

what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the 

lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 

are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 

And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds 

about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look 

at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to 

see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear 

soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to 

see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 

This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way before you.’ 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has 

arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

W 



8 

The Sermon  

The Rev. Dr. Margaret Pendergast, Deacon 

A period of silence follows the homily for reflection and silent prayer. 
 

The Nicene Creed BCP p. 358 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

        the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

         glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
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 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

        sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People Form III, BCP p. 387 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

Father, we pray for your holy universal Church; 

That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 

humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all laypeople, bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 

Sacraments. 

We pray for our President, government leaders, and all who 

govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on the people of Ukraine and all those who 

suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to all the departed eternal rest; 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence. The People may add their own petitions. 
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The Celebrant concludes with the following collect 
Hasten, O Lord, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that 

we your servants, who now live by faith, may with joy see 

your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; in whose name 

we pray.  Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin  

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 

eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you.  

 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

Offertory Sentence 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 

offering and sacrifice to God.     Ephesians 5:2 
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Choir Anthem  

The King Shall Come                                  Arr. James Kirkby                           

 

Presentation Hymn – #112 “In the Bleak Mid-Winter” v. 4 

 What can I give him, poor as I am?  

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

 If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

 yet what I can I give him, give my heart. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer A, p. 361 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always 

and every where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved 

Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs 

in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again 

with power and great triumph to rule the world, we may 

without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus – S128 
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The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us    

for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become    

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus    

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human    

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the    

God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered 

himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 

whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our    

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 

said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given    

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:    

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you    

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink    

it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.   

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in    

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his 

death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the    

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new    

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 

faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in 

unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us 

with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and    

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 

honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to 

say,  

    Our Father, who art in heaven,    

       hallowed be thy Name,               

       thy kingdom come,                   

       thy will be done,                        

           on earth as it is in heaven. 

    Give us this day our daily bread.   

    And forgive us our trespasses,      

        as we forgive those                

           who trespass against us. 

    And lead us not into temptation, 

        but deliver us from evil.           

    For thine is the kingdom,          

       and the power, and the glory,  

       for ever and ever. Amen.  

    

The Breaking of the Bread  

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
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Fraction Anthem Agnus Dei – S165 

 

 

 

Invitation 
The Celebrant invites everyone to Communion using these words: 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 

your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Communion 
All are welcome to receive Communion at St. Gabriel’s. Please come to the 

front of the church, where you will receive a wafer of bread and will be 

offered a chalice of wine. If you would like to receive the wine, please 

intinct (dip) the wafer in the wine, making sure that your fingers do not 

touch the wine. If you do not want to receive the wine, cross your arms 

over your chest as you move to the chalice bearer. Please return to your  

seat by the side aisles  
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Communion Hymn – #61 “Sleepers, Wake!”  
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Post-Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



17 

Advent Blessing 

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter 

the darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn – #495 “Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus” 

 

 
 

The Dismissal 

Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, 

alleluia! 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 
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Postlude  

Maestoso in A-Flat                                             Cesar Franck  

 

 

Hymn permission used by Rite Song, a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 

Streaming notice: CCLI streaming license #20601734 (St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church) 

 

 

     

 

 

ST. GABRIEL’S PARISH PRAYER LIST 

30-Day List: Beverly Davis; Michele Emerson; the Floriani 

family; Kathy Irwin; Rachel & Thomas; Sean McLaughlin; 

the Nester family; Jim Stoneberg. 

Military and First Responders: Jacob Bennett; Jason 

Beiler; Kyle Connor; Connor Cooper; Morgan Crummy; Nick 

English; Zach English; Vince Frasure; Adrienne Hunt; Jason 

Killian; Jeff Lydic; Ben Martin; Shannon McCorkle; Ross 

Morrison; Brooke Moyer; Jared Patt; Matthew Pawlik; Jason 

Robbins; Ben Skean; Daniel E. Vroman; Kenneth Whitelock. 

Long-term List: Audrey Artus; Lorn Austin; MaryEllen 

Bailey; Lee Baker; Bill; Bob & Marsha; Joel Braverman; 

Carol & Carl Burkhart; Sonia Calderone & family; Joseph 

Clark; Lisa Cole; Craig; Barbara Cregar; Margaret Crummy; 

Donna; Earle Douglas; Sandy Douros; Tina Dugan; Mark 

Endy; Eric; Natasha Ewa; Eva; Tina Fanjoy; Clem Fiorini; 

Nancy Flohr; Tracy Geary; Elizabeth George; Mary Gorham; 

Bob Green & family; Traci Groner; Lynne Hamm; Jane 

Hartenstine; Theresa & Christine Hawkins; Chris 

Hendricks; Michelle Hess; Carroll & Lorraine Hine; Colin 

Hiriak; David Irwin; Miss Joann; Dora Kling; Elaine Kugler; 

the Lewis Family; Maureen; Lorraine McCorkle; Heather 

McKeon; Denny McKernan; Tammy Miller; Bob & Donna 
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Moore; Bob Mumau; Nancy H.; Linda Narvaez; Rebekah 

Nester; Harold Newell; Nicole; Nikki; the Orth family; 

Patricia Owsiany; Carol Parsons; Lara Parsons; George & 

Sally Reading; Amy Reed; Robin Reed; Alice Robinson; Eric 

Roda; Gregory Rowe; Ernie Runge, Jr.; Suzanne Siebert; 

Briana Speese; Fred Spiezio; Rita Starkey; Chris Stewart; 

Tanner; Mary Lou Tate; Teddi; Regina White; Justin Zajac. 

WE PRAY FOR Hopewell Love; Common Ground Recovery 

Community; Good Shepherd Learning Center. 

IN OUR PARISH CYCLE OF PRAYER, we pray for new 

members baptized at St. Gabriel’s this year. 

IN OUR DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER, we pray for the 

clergy and people of Christ Church in Towanda. 

IN OUR ANGLICAN CYCLE OF PRAYER, we pray for the 

clergy and people of The Anglican Church of Kenya 

IN THE DIOCESE OF KAJO-KEJI in South Sudan, we pray 

for St. Philip Dibe Parish. 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by the Condello family in 

memory of Thomas Condello & William Smith. 

THE BULLETIN is sponsored by the Rittenhouse family in 

memory of Blaine’s parents, Kathryn & LeVern Rittenhouse.  

THE 3rd ADVENT CANDLE is given by Linda Blohm in 

honor of National Children’s Memorial Day. 

THE SANCTUARY LAMP CANDLE is given by Barb 

Hannevig in loving memory of her husband, Lars. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wreath Ceremony for Veterans, December 11th  

Join us for the 3rd annual Wreath Laying Ceremony today, 

December 11 at noon. The ceremony will take place in the 

back parking lot and will involve laying wreaths on the 

graves of all 103 veterans in our cemetery. 
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Christmas Worship Schedule 

 

Christmas Eve – Saturday, December 24th  

3:00 pm – Family Eucharist in the Sanctuary 

This short family service will feature live solo  

musicians and piano music. 

 

5:00 pm – Eucharist in the 1801 Chapel 

Our service in the chapel will offer guitar music and a musical 

soloist. 

 

7:30 pm – Eucharist with Choir in the Sanctuary 

Music will begin at 7:00 pm with an organ prelude and choral 

singing. The service begins at 7:30 and includes organ music. 

 
All three Christmas Eve services will include a candlelit  

singing of “Silent Night.” 

 
Christmas Day – Sunday, December 25th  

9:00 am – Eucharist in the Sanctuary 

This reflective Christmas Day worship will feature 

Christmas carols and spoken prayer. 
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