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We Are All Kids with Moon Shoes 

January 22, 2023 

 

When I was around 7 or 8 years old, I was watching TV one day.  A commercial came on for a 

product I discovered I could not live without.  They were called Moon Shoes.  You strapped 

these shoes to your feet, and you could jump super high.  You could bound around like you were 

living on the moon.  I figured there must’ve been springs in these shoes.  They looked so cool!  I 

imagined that if I had a pair of those, I’d never walk anywhere again.  To get to my friend’s 

house a block away, I’d just strap on my moon shoes and bounce right over there in a matter of 

seconds.  This was the future of transportation.  

 

I begged and I begged my parents to buy me a pair of these moon shoes.  They unfortunately did 

not understand the life-changing ability of these shoes, the leap in transportation technology that 

they allowed.  I’m sure these Moon Shoes were not cheap.  I was in despair that I wouldn’t get a 

pair of moon shoes; I was in a state of darkness. 

 

But do you know what?  Light dawned.  My parents, for some unknown reason – maybe they 

received a visitation from an angel? – broke down and ordered me a pair of moon shoes. 

 

When those shoes arrived, I was like a kid on Christmas.  I tore into the box and took out these 

wonderful inventions of modern engineering.  I put them on… and there was a moment of minor 

disappointment.  The shoes didn’t have springs in them; instead there was a ring of hard plastic.  

Stretching across the ring were thick rubber bands, and your foot was suspended and held up by 

these rubber bands. 

 

A little disappointing, but all right.  I tried them out, and it was pretty neat to be able to bound 

around the house.  I took them outside and pranced around the yard for a bit.  My siblings took 

turns on them.  It was exciting.  Definitely a neat experience.  The future had arrived. 

 

Fast forward about 6 months later: those moon shoes sat in the closet, collecting dust.  The 

novelty had worn off, and I was onto newer and better things.  Those moon shoes never even 

made it down the block to my friend’s house.   

 

That’s how we are as humans, aren’t we?  We hope for the new, the shiny.  And then when we 

get it, it’s great for a while.  But eventually we get bored or distracted. 

 

I think people have been like this for a long time, even centuries.  We always begin with hope.  

And we hear about hope in our first reading, from Isaiah.  You might recognize this passage, 

actually.  We heard it on Christmas Eve.  “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light.”  Right after this passage ends, Isaiah continues, “For a child has been born to us, a son 

given to us.” 

 

So we might hear this passage and think, “Ah, Christmas.”  Remember Christmas?  The 

anticipation of the season?  The hope?  “Those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them, 

light have shined.” 
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Then in our Gospel reading, Matthew continues this message of hope.  He quotes this passage 

from Isaiah.  He says, “Remember this section from the Scriptures?  The great light?  Well, here 

he is!” 

 

And Jesus enters the scene!  He proclaims, “Repent!  Change your life!  A new way of living is 

here.  God is here!”  It’s beautiful.  It’s hopeful.  This is the beginning of a new age! 

 

The hope continues and spreads.  Jesus calls his disciples – 2 pairs of fishermen.  “Come, and I 

will make you fish for people!”  Could you imagine being Peter or James?  This man is so 

captivating, so compelling, that you drop everything to follow him.  You leave your job, you 

leave your pension, you leave your family to follow this man.  He is inviting you to a new way of 

life! 

 

And then, just in case we miss the sense of excitement and joy, Matthew lays it out for us.  Jesus 

travels through the countryside, teaching, proclaiming good news, and “curing every disease and 

every sickness among the people.”  Wow.  Could you imagine?  What a time to be alive! 

 

Jesus continues to preach and teach and heal for a couple years, and then, just in case his lessons 

and example aren’t enough, he is raised from the dead.  And Matthew will tell us that the 

resurrected Jesus empowers his followers to go out and continue the work that he started.  How 

exciting!  The lives of so many people are changed! 

 

And then… the luster wears off.  The new-life smell fades away, and the vision of a new 

kingdom, a new way of living dims a little.  And people start to argue about stupid things.  Oh, 

you follow Jesus?  Who baptized you?  How closely do you follow the law?  Do you even know 

Paul?  And the bickering drowns out the joy and hope. 

 

That’s what we hear about in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians today.  There is a Christian 

community growing in the Greek city of Corinth.  They have heard the good news; they want to 

follow Jesus and live into “this kingdom of God.”   They begin their new life… and they start to 

argue.   

 

Now conflict is normal and healthy and can lead to growth when properly addressed.  That is not 

the case in Corinth.  There is bitter division and feuding. 

 

It’s the moon shoes all over again.  Not because Jesus is anything like a disappointing toy, but 

because people are people.  Jesus shows us a new way to live – in peace, in dying to yourself, in 

committing yourself to love even in times of disagreement, a way of living that improves your 

life and brings peace and justice.  A new way of being.  But when the novelty of Jesus wears off, 

we lose interest.  We forget the joy and the excitement, and we fall into our very human ways of 

arguing and self-seeking. 

 

The conflict in Corinth gets so bitter than some of the leaders write a letter to Paul to ask for his 

advice.  And Paul’s response is what we have in 1 Corinthians.  He says, “Stop forming these 

absurd divisions, based on which missionary told you about Jesus.  The important thing is Jesus 

himself.” 
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It’s powerful and helpful that we still have those letters, because today, we still struggle in the 

church, just like those Corinthians did. 

 

And so we build in an essential part of our faith: renewal.  We can’t just *BAM* have a 

powerful encounter with Jesus, and then live perfectly ever after.  Hopefully, we have a powerful 

encounter with Christ, and then periodically, we renew ourselves to remember that hope and 

lightness, to keep serving God, to keep living out our faith. 

 

One of the ways we do this is to renew our baptismal vows every couple months.  Our baptism, 

whether we remember it or not, was a moment of grace.  Maybe our Confirmation was a moment 

of grace.  Maybe we had other moments that we were shaken and empowered by God.  And we 

renew our faith ritually to remind ourselves to follow this man Jesus and to seek Christ in all 

persons, love our neighbor as ourself, and to respect the dignity of every human being. 

 

That is part of the power of ritual – to renew.  It’s like setting a date on the calendar once a 

month to go to the toy closet and get out those moon shoes again.  And each time you get them 

out, you says, “I forgot how cool these are!” and bound around on them for a bit.  You remember 

the gift that they were. 

 

There are people who study workplaces and organizations, who talk about how important 

renewal is, not just for individuals but for groups too.  If you have, say, a large community of 

people who gather together regularly, there are ebbs and flows in the healthiness of that 

community.  Sometimes, there is a lot of excitement.  Sometimes, there is a little staleness.   

 

If you let that staleness sit, it gets worse.  So what organizations should do, according to the 

experts, is find practices that renew its people.  Maybe those are rituals; maybe they are new 

endeavors, fundraisers, retreats.  Any healthy organization, any healthy person, needs renewal 

periodically. 

 

So I would encourage you to think about what renews you.  During this time of physical 

darkness, plan a retreat.  Spend some time volunteering with Hopewell Love.  Chaperone a 

Sunday School class.  There are a lot of things that we can do to renew ourselves spiritually.  The 

important thing is just to do it.  

 

And when we take the time to renew ourselves, our spirits are refreshed and given new life. 

 

Amen. 


